Vitamin D (soltriol) target cells in the harderian gland of the Siberian hamster (Phodopus sungorus).
Harderian glands of female and male Siberian hamsters (Phodopus sungorus) were studied after a subcutaneous injection of 3H-dihydroxycholecalciferol (vitamin D, soltriol). Autoradiograms revealed the presence of nuclear concentration of the hormone in certain alveolar cells and in myoepithelial cells. The proportion of labeled cells varied between 5.5 and 19% of the total cell number, with an average of 9.5% in female and 12.4% in male hamsters. The data suggest that the functions of the Harderian gland could undergo seasonal changes under the control of vitamin D.